ANTHEM-SEVEN HILLS

Lent: A Time for
Reflection & Prayer

Join Us for this Spiritual Adventure

Beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17th
The season of Lent (Ash Wednesday to the day before Easter;
40 days, excluding the five Sundays of Lent) is all about
preparation and anticipation. It’s a time to renew focus on
discipleship, prayer and growing in faith. It’s an opportunity to
reflect a bit more intentionally on Jesus’ sacrifice and his great
love for us! In 2010 you will have an opportunity to “do
Lent” in three ways: by worshipping with us Sunday mornings
as we REFLECT on 24 Hours That Changed the World, by
joining us for mid-week Lenten worship at 5:30 PM on
Wednesdays where our focus with be on PRAYER, and by
receiving daily E-mail devotions to grow in your faith as you
pray and study scripture alone or with your family. Here are
some of Lent’s highlights:

Ash Wednesday

Three days after our Valentine celebration
and party (a kind of Mardi Gras, if you
think about it), the season of Lent begins
with our Ash Wednesday worship on
February 17", at 1:00 and 5:30 PM. Ash
Wednesday worship includes a reminder
of our mortality through the imposition of
ashes and the promise of resurrection
through the celebration of Holy Communion. This service
begins the countdown to Holy Week and the Christian
celebration of Easter, the most important services of the
church year!

24 Hours That Changed the World

Sundays of Lent

Over the five Sundays of Lent we’ll be traveling to the Holy
Land via video and message to understand the power and
significance of Jesus’ last 24 hours. Jesus is believed to have
died at the age of 33 after a life of approximately 12,000 days.
The Gospel writers devoted most of their work to just 1,100 or
so of the days, the last 3 years of his life; and their primary
interest was in one particular day — the day he was crucified.
They believed the 24-hour period changed the world and each
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of the Gospels drives toward it. Beginning Thursday evening
after sunset and lasting on through Friday, Jesus would:

e Eat his Last Supper with his disciples (Sunday, Feb.
21);

e Pray in the garden of Gethsemane
(Feb. 28);

e Be betrayed and deserted by his
friends (March 7);

e Be convicted of blasphemy by the
religious authorities; be tried and
sentenced for insurrection by
Pontius Pilate (March 14);

e Be tortured by Roman soldiers (March 21*); and

e Undergo crucifixion, death and burial (Palm Sunday,
March 28).

Every Sunday we will focus on one of these events to help us
understand more clearly the theological significance of
Christ’s suffering and death, to see the physical location of
that event in Jerusalem, and to reflect upon the meaning of
these events for our lives. Our tour guide in Jerusalem and the
inspiration for this series will be Adam Hamilton, a United
Methodist pastor in Leawood, Kansas.

Prayer Essentials: Ask In My Name

Wednesday of Lent
Ever wondered if God really hears your prayers? Have you
ever been surprised at the way your prayers were answered?
Do you sometimes worry that you are not saying “the right
thing” in your prayers? Ever said to yourself, “why bother?”
During our Wednesday evening services we’ll be focusing on
prayer essentials. Join us each Wednesday at 5:30 PM for a
service and message on these themes:
e February 24 — If God already knows everything, why
should I pray?
e March 3 —How do | catch God’s attention in my
prayers?
March 10- Why pray “in Jesus’ name?”
March 17- If I knock on the door, how do | know
God will open it?
e March 24 — What should | say when | pray?

E-Mail Devotions

Two weeks before the beginning of Lent worshippers will
have an opportunity to sign up for daily E-mail devotions that
will begin to arrive on Ash Wednesday. These devotions will
build on the theme: 24 Hours That Changed the World.



Souper Bowl of Caring

Coming Febuary 7™

Hold onto those coins jingling around in your piggy-bank!
Why? Because the 21* annual Souper Bowl of Caring is just
around the corner! New Song’s youth will be collecting a
“noisy offering” of coins and cash on Sunday, February 7" in
large soup pots. Since its inception in 1990, over 50 million in

cash and cans has been raised across the country on Super
Bowl Sundays in support of local soup kitchens, foods banks
and other hunger-related charities. This will be the sixth year
New Song has participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring. This
year our goal is to exceed the $1,000 mark! We can do it with
your help! The proceeds of your offering of coins, cash and
checks in the Souper Bowl of Caring soup pots will benefit the
wonderful ministry of Lutheran Social Services of Nevada.
So, dig deep into the bottom of your purses and pockets and
watch the pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and bills add up to
a big difference in the lives of the homeless and hungry!

Financial Planning & Education

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
There are at least two things we learn on the fly as we become
adults: how to be parents and how to manage our finances.
Many adults have received little training and education about
finance, budgeting, investments and saving. Did you know
that 70% of families live paycheck to paycheck? If you are
looking for a safe place to grow your understanding of the
world of finance, then join in on New Song’s third FPU
course. It is a life-changing course that helps participants
grow in their savvy with regard to all areas of finance and
planning.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University is a 13-week
program that empowers you to make the right decisions

X about money, eliminate debt, build
wealth and give like never before!
New Song will be hosting Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
on Tuesday evenings, beginning
Tuesday, February 9™, at 7:00 PM. Each
session will be followed by a small
group experience for a total evening class experience of under
two hours. The $100 course fee includes complete participant
materials for each family. For more information, contact
Carolyn Swanepoel or Larry Engelman through the church
office at 492-1771.

New Song Singles

Meet February 20th — 6 PM

Mark your calendars and plan to join in on the fun with New
Song’s growing Singles Group on Saturday, February 20" in
the Community Room. Friends are welcome. If you’d like to
get on the NS Singles e-mail list and receive details of this and
other upcoming events email Pat Goldenne at pg314@cox.net.

LSSN Food Pantry

Sharing the love of St. Valentine, our congregational monthly
food donation theme for February is “Gifts from the Heart.”
Suggested food items for the month are boxed foods, such as
mashed potatoes, rice, stuffing, macaroni & cheese, Jell-O &
pudding mixes, cereals, instant soups, and Hamburger or Tuna
Helper.

Looking forward to St. Patrick’s Day, our theme for March
will be “The I(s) of March”, focusing on Italian and Irish
dishes. Suggested food items will include potatoes (fresh,
boxed, or canned), corned beef, canned hash, mixed veggies,
canned carrots, and any non-perishable Italian food items
(such as pasta, sauce, Italian green beans, and cannellini
beans).

LSSN News and Thanks

From Thomas Maatta, Dir. of Development
Lutheran Social Services of Nevada (LSSN)’s annual Holiday
Adopt-A-Family Christmas Program was once again a
resounding success. Dozens of local families and seniors
shared in full Christmas dinners and thousands of dollars
worth of gift cards, while dozens of children received presents
that were generously donated by area congregations and
community individuals. Thanks to everyone who participated
in providing a joyous Christmas for those who would
otherwise have had none!

Our fight against homelessness will soon reach the next level
as we lead a consortium of 35 other local agencies through the
start of the Housing Stability Services and Eligibility
Screening Program. This program, funded through federal
stimulus dollars and supported by Clark County, will provide
much needed direct financial aid to the needy in our
community that have been ravaged by the current economic
downtown. Keep an eye on our website for more
developments as we kick off this wonderful development.

While February 7" is often a time for football fans to
celebrate, area congregations and schools are taking the
opportunity to join LSSN in celebrating Souper Bowl of
Caring Sunday. The Souper Bowl is a national drive to equip
and mobilize congregations, schools, and businesses to
positively impact their communities by collecting money or
food on or near Super Bowl weekend. LSSN’s food pantry
has been a recipient of local Souper Bowl donations for many
years, and this year is no exception for such congregations as
The Lakes Lutheran Church, New Song Lutheran Church, St.
Andrew Lutheran Church, Lamb of God Lutheran Church, and
the Mountain View Lutheran School. If you are available to
join with one of our many partners for this event, we thank
you for remembering the needy during the Big Game.
Congregations are also encouraged to report their participation
so that we can list and thank them properly!

LSSN is also proud to team up with Vons to help children and
families in need. As the recipient of their 2009 Season of
Giving campaign for all fifteen of their Clark County stores,
Vons has generously donated over $6,300 to support LSSN’s
ministries. We offer our heartfelt thanks for all their
assistance during 2009 and look forward to our partnership
continuing in 2010!
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Women’s Ministry Brunch — Feb. 20"
“A New Normal:

Learning to Live With Grief and Loss”

The women’s group of New Song will meet on February 20"
at 9:30 am for a potluck brunch. Darlene Cross, a licensed
marriage and family therapist, will present after the brunch on
her newly published book A New Normal, Learning to live
with Grief and Loss. She brings 13 years of experience to
bring us hope and encouragement on ways to deal with the
loss of loved ones, aging, divorce, job loss and empty nests.
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Members of the Women’s Prayer Shawl Team

This will be the final presentation in our series on “Women
Ways of Nesting.” Sign up to participate on the Sunday
bulletin tear-off or on the clipboard in the Welcome Area at
church. Friends are welcome. We look forward to seeing
you. If you have any questions, please call Ginny Hethcote
through the church office at 492-1771.

Children’s Ministries

Each week, four-year olds through fifth graders gather on
Thursdays for “TNT” (Thursday Nights Together) from 5:30-
7:00 pm for singing, a Bible lesson, crafts, games and a light
meal. During the winter months, the curriculum called
“BUZZ” is helping the children learn that God is forgiving.
The Bible stories focus on people who were rescued, including
the parables of things lost and found, blind Bartimaeus, the
Samaritan woman, and Jesus’ death and resurrection. If you
are interested in signing up to volunteer or register your child
for “TNT,” contact Juliette Ozols, the Children’s Discipleship
Chair: 360-6954.

During the 11:00 am Sunday morning worship service,
children ages four through fifth grade are invited to attend
“Children’s Church.” Children worship with their parents
through the “children’s message” portion of the 11:00 am
worship service, then move to Children’s Church for a Bible
message and activity. They return to worship during the
closing song, prior to communion distribution. If you are a
high school student or adult interested in helping with
Children’s Church, please contact the coordinators of this
ministry, Stacy Baker (younger children) and Dianne Sealey
(older children): 492-1771

Curious about New Song?

Discovery Orientations this month

Every two months, we feature an opportunity for seekers and
new worshipers to participate in an information and
orientation session about New Song and its’ ministry. If you
have been worshiping with us and would like to participate in
a Discovery Orientation, please mark your calendar to attend
one of the following sessions: Thursday, February 18", at 7:00
PM or Sunday, February 21%, at 11:00 AM. New members
will be received into the congregation on Sunday, February
28" and Wednesday, March 3™, during our worship services.
Please indicate your interest in participating by contacting the
church office or by completing a bulletin tear-off at worship.

Junior & Senior High Retreat

Twenty two of New Song’s middle and high school students
and chaperones are retreating on February 5-7 with youth
director Cade Hagen and Pr. Marta to EI Camino Pines
Lutheran Camp, in Frazier Park, California. They depart on
Friday, Feb. 5", at 11:30 AM for a weekend of learning and
fun in a snow-filled wonderland.

GriefShare Resumes Feb. 1°

If you’ve experienced the loss of a spouse, child, family
member or friend, we invite you to join us for GriefShare, a
seminar and support group for people grieving the loss of
someone close. GriefShare is a dvd-based seminar series that
features some of the nations’ foremost Christian experts on
grief and recovery topics. Join GriefShare facilitator, Carol
Von Eschen, on Mondays at 7:00 PM, beginning February 1%
For more information, contact Carol VVon Eschen through the
church office at: 492-1771 or carol@newsonganthem.org.

Stephen Ministry Ready to Launch!

Information Session: Thursday, Feb. 18
February is the month that we’ll be launching a new member
care ministry at New Song. It’s called Stephen Ministry. What
is it? Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who
are and will be specially trained to listen, care, encourage and
support people who are going through tough times. We are
blessed to have a cadre of members who’ve already been
trained and have served in this ministry through other
congregations. In addition, we’ll be looking for members who
are interested in receiving the training for service at New
Song. Pat Smith, our Discipleship Director, will be overseeing
this ministry. If you are interested in finding out more about it,
please contact her at church on Wednesday or Thursday
mornings. Plan to attend an information session on Thursday
evening, February 18", at 7:00 PM in the classroom.

Date for Eight Dinner Groups

One of New Song’s most successful fellowship venues is
getting organized to launch again, now for the fifth year.
What is it? A great way to make friends and meet new people
from New Song! It’s an opportunity to gather for small group
dinner gatherings that meet three times over the next three
months at participants homes or at a local restaurant. There is
no agenda other than enjoying each others’ company. Eight
people, comprised of both couples and singles, are brought
together as a group. There are also groups for families with
children. Sign up in the Welcome Center at church.
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Valentine’s Day Dinner & Entertainment!
Sunday, February 14", 6 PM

Make your reservations to celebrate Valentine’s Day with your friends from New Song.
The date is Sunday, February 14", at 6:00 PM. The evening will feature a sumptuous
catered meal featuring shrimp cocktail, stuffed pork chops, asparagus with hollandaise
sauce, and red velvet cake for desert. Following dinner valentines will experience a
moving musical performance featuring professional vocalists. Bring your spouse,
significant other, best friend or come by yourself. It will be one of the best decisions
you make during this year! Tickets are on sale after Sunday services in the Welcome
Area or from the office during the week for only $20.00 per person. There is limited
seating, so buy your tickets early!
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